[Oct'r, animals. So rapid is the operation of the foliage of plants in abstracting carbon from carbonic acid of the air, that if we place a green and leafy bough of a tree in a glass globe, and place it in the sunshine, and then blow air through the globe, by means of a pair of bellows, the air, after passing over the foliage, will be found deprived of all its carbonic acid, and oxygen will have taken its place.? (Dumas.) When we draw a breath of air into our lungs, and then exhale it, though it has been but a moment in the lungs, it will be found so charged with carbonic acid gas, as to extinguish a burning candle. This experiment is easily made by fixing a glass tube, inserted through a cork, into the top of a glass bell or receiver, open at the lower part, and placed in a vessel of water, and drawing the air from the receiver into the lungs, so that the water will rise and fill the vessel, and then breathing back the air into the receiver. Now if the cork is removed, and a lighted candle is lowered into the bell, it will be immediately extinguished.
To show that foliage, in sunlight, will restore the respirable properties of the air, bend a leafy bough so that it shall pass under the edge of the bell and come in contact with the vitiated air, and expose the whole for a fewminutes to sunlight. The carbonic acid will be decomposed, and the carbon being removed, oxygen will be left in the bell, and the candle being again applied will burn freely.
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